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The coronavirus has created a lot of personal frustration for me this year. 
Not having ice cream and popsicles available at the beach and watching the 
kids enjoy the many traditional beach events has been a big 
disappointment. The staff, however remains healthy, and the focus on tag 
checking and added maintenance has allowed us all to continue to enjoy 
the beach and common areas.  My hope is we get through this problem and 
return to normal by next summer.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
We have two resignations from the board.  Laura Baughman, a 15 year 
member is going back to full time retirement.  She lives full time in Arnold 
and has been a great help to me personally during the board transition over 
the last few years.  Mike Brown lives in the Bay Area and has been on the 
board three years.  He is also returning to full time retirement and his 
extensive family travel schedule.  The board currently has four openings.  
The board has identified a number of areas that need work; dam regulation 
compliance, tree health, security and fish and wildlife health.  Any board 
help in these areas would be appreciated.  If you are interested contact me 
directly or Julie Gage our general manager.                                                                                             
Updates on a lot of work by the board are covered in the newsletter.  Ken 
Grimes covers the work he and Greg Casselberry are doing with Mike 
Skenfield, our lake consultant, related to lake maintenance.  Elis Imboden 
provides an update on the rental committee work and what we have 
learned from the incident report on the website.  Greg updates the 
progress on upgrading the lodge kitchen to commercial quality so food 
service can continue. 
          “We have two resignations from the board” 
                                  Fred Jacobus                       
                                     

 
Fred Jacobus - President  

Julie and her staff performed some tag check data collection over the 
summer.  They found that about four percent of people did not have tags.  
When confronted they left the site without incident.  Julie is continuing to 
gather information so the board can decide if any action in this area is 
needed.   
As many of you may know, the HOA maintains a reserve fund to cover 
maintenance costs of the common area.  We have discussed the kitchen 
upgrade which will be funded by this fund.  The parking lot will need an 
extensive repair in the near future.  These projects will significantly deplete 
the fund. One of the purposes of the lake committee work is to determine if 
any funds need to be set aside for future lake maintenance that is not 
currently covered in the fund.  The board has a consultant that annually 
reviews the property needs and recommends what balances are legally 
required to be maintained by the board.  The current plan requires funding 
increases of nine percent for the next five years.  This may require an 
assessment increase.  The board will be revisiting moving to parity in 
assessments for improved and unimproved lots as one approach.  The board 
will be meeting with the consultant and reviewing this before the end of the 
year.  
In spite of the coronavirus problems my family has been enjoying LM and this 
great community this summer.  I hope you all are as well.  Stay safe. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

2020 Annual Meeting 

 

Please join us Saturday 

September 5th via Zoom for the 

Annual Membership Meeting.  

The meeting will begin at 9:00 

a.m.  

Contact the Lake Mont office for 

a link to the meeting.  All 

members are encouraged to 

attend.  

Summer Edition 

 



 

 Maintenance Update 
   

 

Homeowner Information  

  
  

  

  

It’s been a busy summer as we continue to lay the foundation and mature our plans.   

First, a thank you to the staff who continues to beautify our common grounds.  
Clearing the trail, trimming the willows, maintaining the meadow is a never-ending 
job.  The grounds look great and I know it is appreciated.  

As we mentioned in the last newsletter, we are working with a local wetland scientist 
and professional forester to ensure the health of the lake.  This includes plans to 
repair the weir/silt fence, maintain the inlets, retrieve sand and clean/maintain the 
spill way.  You may have noticed survey stakes around the lake.  Part of the permit 
process is to confirm the existing USGS maps, which is almost complete.  We are 
preparing paperwork for the first permit, to clean up the northwest inlet, this fall. 

Boat Storage 

Please remember that boats stored around 

the lake need to be permanently marked 

with lot identification numbers,  registered 

in the office, display current  parking pass 

and properly secured.   

Boats must be removed from the shoreline 

beginning December 1st until April 1st each 

year.  Thank you. 

 

 Full-time Renters 

If you rent your home full time, 

please contact the LMP office and 

provide updated contact 

information for your tenants.   

 

“We are hopeful that we can work with a professional and 
ACRT to save this tree.”  Ken Grimes. 

 

These will be long-term permits for routine maintenance that will allow us to do work 
as needed.  In the meantime, there is a lot we can do this fall.  After Labor Day, we plan 
to lower the lake level three to five feet to allow for additional clean up around the 
edges.  We will have a series of volunteer days throughout the Indian Summer. Jobs 
include removing fallen debris, raking out lake weed, further trimming of the willows 
and other growth along the edge.  Watch for more details via the website and Nextdoor 
as we put together the schedule.  It there are any scuba divers out there, we are 
looking for volunteers to inspect the dam drain before we lower the lake. 

Although the lake is a focus of the maintenance committee, we are also looking at how 
to maintain the trees.  Thanks to Caleb Medefind for pushing for action, we have 
formed a committee and are documenting a plan.  This will include different treatments 
for our most loved trees, watering or mulching as possible and thinning when needed.  
We have connected with local arborist Nate Berner, who will be consulting with as we 
develop plans.  Speaking of Nate, you may have noticed that the Black Oak in the 
meadow has been marked for removal by ACRT.  We asked Nate for his professional 
opinion and he suggested that the tree can be saved with some careful pruning.  We 
are hopeful that we can work with a professional and ACRT to save this tree.   

We investigated having the parking lot sealed and determined that it needs major 
repair, possibly replacement.  Although we had the concrete pad in front of the 
dumpsters replaced, we decided to hold off on the rest of the parking lot and will revisit 
after some other priorities are addressed.  The wood chips in the playground and swing 
set areas have been replaced and look great.    

Reminder, homeowners with socially safe dogs and excellent recall are welcome to 
utilize the beach in the evenings to chase geese.  Screening is needed, see the website 
and contact the office for more details.  It’s important to keep geese off the beach to 
ensure the health of  beach goers.   

The maintenance committee is looking for additional members.  We’d appreciate 
volunteers to coordinate maintenance days or organize adopt a section/area program.  
Please contact Ken Grimes (grimes_kenneth@hotmail.com; 925-699-6577) or Greg 
Casselberry (caslbery@gmail.com; 209-768-0809)    Ken Grimes – Vice President 
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Thanks to the Caleb Medefind family (and Cameron) for felling and hauling the 
Ponderosa tree.   
 
 
 
 

Commercial Kitchen Update 

 
 

3 

 

 

I have heard it said, “A goal without a plan is just a wish.”  
Currently, the committee is working with our contractor, 
Paul Bertini, on a solid plan that will take our wish for an 
updated kitchen to a reality in 2021. The committee finished 
the concept and preliminary design.  It is based on the work 
of Craig Steinman, the architect and Lake Mont Pines 
resident who crafted the plans for the 2002 lodge 
renovation.  While you are enjoying Tanner Lake , our beach, 
and other Lake Mont Pine amenities this month, Paul Bertini 
is hard at work turning our concept into building plans and 
documents that the Calaveras County Health and Building 
department will approve for construction.  It is slow going 
right now because of COVID-19 and Calaveras County staff  
shortage.  Construction should start in the Fall of this year 
and the kitchen should be ready for the 2021 season.  What 
can I say, we will have to go slow now so we can go faster 
later and finish well.   
Greg Casselberry - Director 
 

 

                   Dogs 

Dogs are great companions and are 

nice to have around but dogs are 

not allowed on the beach or 

playground area.  Dogs must be 

under the homeowners control at 

all times.   

 

                 Fishing  

Fishing in Lake Mont is catch and 

release and not allowed on the dock 

or beach area.  Fishing is allowed 

anywhere else around the lake.  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wild Fire Season is Here 
 

 

“So if you have already cleaned your lot, thanks, if not please get it 
done now or face potential citations by Cal Fire.”  Bill Lent 
 

 

 
 
 

  
The vote is in, our new logo.                                           Thank you to Ken Grimes and John Carl for the new paddle board rack. 
 

 

This is a very different year with a worldwide pandemic and civil unrest, 
but one thing that has not changed is the danger wildfires present.  This 
season’s rainfall was well below average which will make for a potentially 
catastrophic fire season.  Increased use of our area by vacationers will 
only make the fire hazard greater, compared to last year, Tahoe fire 
agencies have already responded to twice the number of camp fires that 
have gotten out of control.  Typically, the seasonal fire inspections are 
conducted by our Volunteers in Prevention as delegated by Cal Fire.  Due 
to the pandemic the VIP program was suspended and all fire inspections 
will be done by Cal Fire staff.   

 
 

 

 Cal Fire is currently inspecting lots in Lake Mont Pines.  So if you have 
already cleaned your lot, thanks, if not please get it done now or face 
potential citations by Cal Fire.  A list of lot cleaners is available on the Lake 
Mont Pines website.  Additional resources are available from the 
Calaveras Fire Safe Council, just go to http://calaverasfiresafecouncil.org/,  
there you will find applications for the Door to Door Chipper program and 
the Seniors and Disabled Defensible Space program for those that are 
eligible. 

The fire code requirements for Defensible Space are enforceable year 
round and being fire safe is always a priority.  That means that 
homeowners should maintain their property year round, not just as 
summer approaches.  Cleaning your lot in the fall makes it much easier in 
spring and reduces the work and the cost.  Statewide wild land fires are 
becoming the norm, so get a head start and clean your lot regularly.  It is 
also important that we each have an Emergency action plan and are 
prepared to leave at a moment’s notice, so have a “go bag” with personal 
items, medication, first aid kit, some food, flashlight, cash and always 
have a full tank of gas.  Stay Safe.  

  Bill Lent - Director 

 

 

Please help keep our 
community clean by 
promptly removing 
your refuse from the 
property or by 
properly storing it in 
an animal proof bin.   

 
 
      

 

      
 

Vacation Rental Committee Report 

Since mid-October 2019, 24 incidents have been submitted to the HOA via the Incident Report form on the 
website.  Many of these are most appropriately handled by local law enforcement, including vandalism, a 
couple of break-ins, one instance of illegal dumping, and some folks with illegal fireworks on the fourth of 
July.  After-hours noise should also be reported to the Sheriff, though the HOA always follows up on such 
reports by contacting the homeowner and the renter or property manager as appropriate.   

Where other kinds of incidents have been reported, including lots out of compliance with architectural 
controls, unleashed dogs, trash mess, and fishing off of the pier, the HOA has taken action including 
contacting the homeowner.  In most cases, the issues are typically resolved without further trouble. 

Thus far three incidents have been tied to vacation rentals: one report of after-hours noise, and two 
reports of unleashed dogs who accosted passersby.  All were addressed as described above.  Based on the 
data collected, no general action regarding vacation rentals is needed at this time. 

Tag verification continues to be a concern.  Tags are being checked by HOA staff.  All lake users are 
required to have tags, whether at the beach or the dam.   

Please continue to use the Incident Report Form to log issues, and contact the Sheriff if appropriate. 

Elis Imboden - Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 


