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In this newsletter: 

Watercraft Storage 

~ Update from President  

Fred Jacobus 

~ Compliance policy and water testing 

Update from Jerry Marcotte 

~ EAP Update from Fred Jacobus 

~ Maintenance update from Ken Grimes 

 

What a wonderful community we have at Lake Mont!  Between our diligent staff and heartfelt owners 
our little lake continues to be a wonderful family destination.  Bethany and staff have been busy putting 
the summer equipment away and preparing the lodge and grounds for the winter months.  The new 
paddle boats finally arrived and are ready for the next summer season.  And the latest storm brought 
some needed snow to the upper area!  My family is pulling out the snow gear and getting ready for the 
holidays. 
 
New board officers were chosen for the HOA after the recent annual meeting.  I will continue in another 
term as President.  Mark Walker will serve as Vice President.  Laura McGeachy will serve as Treasurer 
and Bill Lent will continue in his role as Secretary.  I very much appreciate the board members 
willingness to volunteer their time to serve on the board and take up these officer roles. 
 
Two big projects were completed recently.  The silt fence on the Northwest inlet has been completed 
after two years of design, permitting, and construction.  Ken Grimes was the lead for the project.  
Working with Mike Skenfield, our consultant, the design was completed and permitted.  Mark Walker 
did the fabrication at his personal shop.  Other board and community members completed installation 
at a recent workday.  A special thank you to Ken and John Carll for the new foot bridge!  We are all 
excited to see how the silt fence performs keeping silt out of the lake.   
 
The Dam Emergency Action Plan that has been in the works for the past three years was approved by 
the California Division of Safety of Dams recently.  This was required by legislation after the problem at 
the Oroville Dam a number of years ago.  The board is happy to get this behind us as it was expensive 
due to necessary engineering support and time consuming.  Fortunately, the annual support required 
for the program is minor so we do not anticipate any on-going expense. 
 
Enclosed with this newsletter is the 2023 Budget and 2023 Reserve Fund Study.  There is not a need 
to increase the budget this year so the 2023 assessment will not increase.  We continue to feel cost 
pressure from inflation in wages and funding for the reserve requirements, as well as more staff 
support which we are monitoring for possible future adjustments. 
 
Also enclosed is the updated enforcement policy.  This will allow us to deal with problem properties that 
are in violation of the CC&R’s.  This is the policy that has been in discussion for the last year.  
Repairing the lodge deck is on the maintenance list this year and recently a contractor reviewed the 
condition of the deck.  It appears the support structure of the deck is severely compromised by dry rot 
and the deck will need to be replaced.  We are in the process of getting updated designs and quotes 

and will keep the membership informed via the web site. 
 
My best to you and your families for a wonderful holiday season! 
Fred Jacobus – Board President 

 

Storage of boats & 

boards along the 

shoreline is allowed 

from April 1st-

November 30th.  The 

Association has 

designated an area 

next to the garage 

for boat storage 

from December – 

March.  The fee is 

$25.00/year.  Stored 

boats must still be 

registered with the 

office and 

secured/locked.  
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Office Hours 

Dam Emergency Action Plan 
>>> Fred Jacobus 

In 2019 the board was contacted by the California Division of Safety 
of Dams of a new requirement to perform a dam break analysis.  
This new requirement was prompted by legislation passed after the 
Oroville Dam problem some years ago.  The dam break analysis is 
a simulation of a complete, catastrophic failure of the dam with full 
water content.  If the simulation indicated any potential loss of life, 
then an Emergency Action Plan would have to be developed.  A 
number of engineering firms were contacted for bids and Condor 
Engineering based in Sonora was chosen based on experience and 
cost.   
 
The dam break analysis took most of 2021 and indicated that three 
properties would potentially be inundated with a catastrophic failure.  
As a result, an emergency action plan was required.  This was 
completed by Condor this year and recently approved by the 
Division of Safety of Dams.  The good news is that the emergency 
action plan only required visual inspection of the dam and a contact 
matrix set up to communicate any problems.  This has already been 
put in place and fortunately adds negligible annual cost to the 
budget.  The engineering work was expensive.  The dam break 
analysis was fourteen thousand dollars and the emergency action 
plan twenty thousand dollars.  Fortunately, we had the funds to 
cover the cost. 
 
This Division of Safety of Dams inspects our dam annually and has 
expressed their pleasure at the structural quality of the dam.   Based 
on this and the feedback from the engineers from the study I believe 
that the dam is in good condition and presents little risk. 

 

Fall and Winter Office Hours and 

contact information: 

Wednesday 11-3 

Friday 11-3 

Saturday 11-3 

3211 Lakemont Dr. 

Arnold, CA 95223 

209-795-1592 

lmphoa@sbcglobal.net 

Please contact the office if there is 

a change in your mailing address, 

email or phone number. 

Compliance Enforcement and Fine Policies Updated 

 

On November 19, 2022, the Board of Directors (BODs) approved and updated Lake Mont Pines compliance 

enforcement and fine policies.  These policies ensure that all homeowners maintain an attractive 

appearance, harmonious relations with all neighbors and sustain property values.  These policies updated 

the 2009 “Rules of Conduct” and other documents. 

The policies were updated to reflect Davis – Sterling Act of 2012 and amendments.  The new policy allows 

for a courtesy notice or a fine of $100 for the first violation.  The update also increased fines for a second 

offense from $100 to $200 and allowed subsequent violations to be fined at the discretion of the BODs.  The 

reimbursement of the BODs attorneys was revised from specific hourly rates to actual fees.  As previously 

allowed, violations may also include suspension of lake privileges. 

These policies are to protect the collective rights of our homeowners through enforcement of the Covenants, 

Conditions and Restrictions (CC&Rs).  These CC&Rs ensure the health, safety and maintenance of our 

quiet, forested nature of our community.  It is the goal of the BODs to protect homeowners’ rights in a fair 

and consistent manner.  Members will always be given an opportunity to be respectfully heard and allowed 

to present their case to the member of the BODs. 

 

 Compliance Update  >>> 
Jerry Marcotte 



 

 

Silt Fence Update – November 2022 
 

Finally, the silt fence is in place.  Thanks to all who helped including Mike 
Skenfield (our Wetland Biologist consultant), Accurate Excavating, Mark 
Walker (built the structure) and the volunteers that pitched in with the install.   
Thankfully the weather cooperated this time. 
 
The intention of the silt fence is that as water flows through the inlet, the water 
will pool up behind the silt fence.  Silt will settle to the bottom as it pools up, 
and ‘clean’ water will seep through the filter fabric.  If water flow is enough, it 
will flow over the top.  Each year, we will need to do some maintenance, 
primarily removing the captured silt and debris. 
 
Unfortunately, due to supply chain issues, we didn’t have a more durable filter 
fabric at the time of the install so we went with what was available.  This will 
likely be swapped next year with the first maintenance. 
 
Since we removed the silt that had accumulated at the mouth of the inlet over 
the years, we realized that a new footbridge would be needed to allow use of 
the path when water was flowing.  A new footbridge has been installed, 
slightly rerouting the path.  Thank you to John Carll for donating the redwood 
decking material, your time and attention to detail! 

 

 for your information >>> 
 

Burn permits are always required when buring is allowed.  Permits 
may be obtained at https://burnpermit.fire.ca.gov/.  All burning, 
when allowed, is subjet to the rules and hour which can also be 
obtained from fire officials.  Buring may only take place on 
specified burn days during certain hours.  The burn day hot line for 
this information is 209-754-6600. 
 

The association is still looking to 
staff a part-time 
groundskeeper/maintenance 
position.  The lake and the 
surrounding common areas are the 
jewels of Lake Mont.  Our members 
love the natural setting while 
partaking in the recreational 
activities that it provides. The 
association is committed to 
ensuring the health and continued 
recreational access to the lake and 
common areas.  If you know of 
someone, who may be interested, 
please ask them to contact the 
office for details. 
 
Lastly, geese continue to move into 
our common areas.  Although the 
geese are beautiful, they leave 
quite a mess and can make our 
recreational areas unusable.  
Homeowners with socially safe 
dogs and excellent recall are 
welcome to utilize the beach in the 
evenings to chase geese.  
Screening is needed, see the 
website and contact the office for 
more details.  It's important to keep 
geese off the beach to ensure the 
health of the beach goers. 

 

Other Maintenance Items 

Maintenance Report 
>>> Ken Grimes 

Lake Water Quality Sampling >>> Jerry Marcotte 
Sampling was taken in October to test for the presence of 
pollutants/constituents that encourage algae growth.  The results were non-
detect levels for constituents including nitrogen, phosphorus or MBAS.  
Nitrogen or phosphorus can pollute the lake from fertilizers or leaky septic 
systems. MBAS detects the presence of detergents that can also be from 
leaky septic systems.   
 
Dissolved oxygen was also measured and found at high levels (8.9 mg/l) more 
than adequate to sustain trout, bass and other fish.  Additional testing for 
these constituents and others will occur next year to monitor their presence or 
lack thereof. 

 


